
 
 

SOLOMON BUILT THE TEMPLE: FOLLOW-UP FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
 

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8 

STORY POINT: God led His people to build a temple where He would dwell with them. 

Key Passage: James 1:5a  /  James 1:5 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know?  

                                             God knows everything about the past, present, and future. 

 

DWELLING DRAWINGS 

Provide supplies for children to draw pictures of their dream homes. Children may choose to illustrate the outside of 

the home, or they may wish to draw blueprint plans to show rooms and furnishings inside the home. Consider showing 

the children what blueprints of a house or other building as an example. After several minutes, share about your 

drawings. Ask your child to describe what types of materials might be required to build their dream home and how 

long construction might take.  

SAY: Today we are going to hear a story from the Bible about a major construction project that took place when 

Solomon was the king of Israel. He wanted to build a temple for God. Thousands of people worked together, using 

cedar logs and stone bricks. How long do you think it took them to complete the project?   

 

BUILD TOGETHER 

Encourage your family to build together with blocks or Legos. Aim to create a large structure that requires all of the 

blocks and cooperation from everyone. Provide direction as needed to help the group successfully complete the 

project.  

SAY: Great job! In our Bible story today, King Solomon led a whole lot of people to work together on building a temple 

for God. The temple was so big and beautiful, and it took many builders a long time to build! 

 

ELIMINATION 

Invite your family stand. Make statements and instruct family members to sit down if a statement applies to them. Start 

with broad statements, but make the statements more specific. Do not end until everyone is seated. Example 

statements: 
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 I am not wearing socks.  

 I ate pancakes this morning.  

 I know how to write in cursive.  

 My name starts with the letter S.  

SAY: At first, it may have seemed that there would be one person left standing to win the game, but in the end, no 

one remained. In a way, that’s like us and sin. It may seem to us that some people are doing better than others, but 

only Jesus can stand before God. No one can work his way to God, so God came down to live with us! Soon we’ll 

learn more about how God lives with us. 

 

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY 

Write phrases of the key passage on several pieces of tape and apply them to blocks. Lead your family in reading 

James 1:5 aloud together. Invite everyone to construct a building, arranging the blocks so the words of the key 

passage are in order.  

SAY: Write phrases of the key passage on several pieces of tape and apply them to blocks. Display the key passage 

poster. Lead kids in reading James 1:5 aloud together. Invite kids to construct a building, arranging the blocks so the 

words of the key passage are in order. 

 

DISCUSSION & BIBLE SKILLS  

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 1 Kings 6–8. If you have new kids in your group, be sure to explain how 

to find passages in the Bible using the table of contents, large chapter numbers, and small verse numbers. Review 

which division 1 Kings is in. (Old Testament History) 

Ask the following questions. Lead your family to discuss:  

1. What did God promise to do if Solomon obeyed Him? (Dwell among the Israelites, not abandon them; 1 

Kings 6:13) 

2. How long did it take Solomon and the workers to finish the temple? (seven years, 1 Kings 6:38)  

3. What did Solomon ask God to do when Israel sinned? (hear their prayers, forgive them, and restore them 

when they repent; 1 Kings 8:33-34)  

4. Does God need a house or a place to live? Guide your family to see that God did not need a temple. Help 

kids understand that the temple was a symbol of God’s choice to dwell with Israel. Remind them that God  
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does not need anything from people. (See Acts 17:24-25.) God is everywhere, but He showed His 

presence in a special way to the Israelites through the temple.  

5. How does God dwell with Christians today? Discuss the role of the Holy Spirit. Remind everyone that all 

who trust in Jesus have the Holy Spirit living inside them. He guides Christians to love and obey Jesus. 

Christians gather together to worship God and learn about Him, but Jesus is with us everywhere.  

6. If Jesus is already with us, why is His return important? Discuss the difference between Jesus’ presence 

with us now and His physical return to rule as King of kings. When Jesus returns, He will fix everything sin 

has broken. Jesus’ return will signal the full coming of God’s kingdom.  

SAY: God led His people to build a temple where He would dwell with them. Because of Jesus’ life, death, 

resurrection, and ascension, Christians have God with us all the time through the Holy Spirit. 

 

JOURNAL & PRAYER 

Distribute a piece of paper and a pencil. Guide your child(ren) to think about and answer the questions listed below: 

 What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?  

 What does the story teach me about myself? 

 Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s glory and my good?  

 Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God?  

 How does this story help me to live on mission better?  

Discuss with your children as they write, invite them to share their ideas.  

Then pray, thanking God for the local church and asking God to make your family aware of His presence. 

 


